FROM PAST RECIPIENTS

“I do not believe that my son should suffer
because | have no way to pay for this
treatment. Thank God you guys are here,
your program is wonderful.”

-Mother whose son received treatment for
amblyopia through the ECA program.

“My mother could not afford eye care
otherwise. The diabetes has really done
a number on her vision. She has
glaucoma, cataracts, and diabetes. Thank
you so much.”

-Daugher of patient who received laser treatments
for her diabetic retinopathy.

“Your program is sent from heaven. |

would have lost my vision due to the

affects of cataracts. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!”

-Grateful Eye Care
Assistance recipient.

The Sight Programs of the
Missouri Lions Eye
Research Foundation include:

Amblyopia Prevention Screening
Glaucoma Detection Screening
Eye Care Assistance
Eyeglass Recycling
Heartland Lions Eye Banks
Support of Eye Research

For more information contact;

Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation
404 Portland Street
Columbia, MO 65201
(573) 443-1471
1-800-753-2265
or visit us at
www. mlerf.org



EYE CARE ASSISTANCE

The Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation
(MLERF) has taken on the responsibility of
helping Missouri residents who are without
insurance and are ineligible for government aid,
but need financial assistance for eye care. Since
its inception in 1994, MLERF's Eye Care Assistance
(ECA) program has worked cooperatively with
participating eye care professioanls in every area
of the state to bring eye

care to people in need.

The program first guides

patients through the

federal and state assistance

application process.

Government programs

require substantial

paperwork and MLERF

works to minimize the

amount of time it takes to

get results for the patient.

Applicants who do not

qualify for government

assistance are evaluated as candidates for support
under the Foundation’s assistance program.

EXPENSES COVERED BY THE PROGRAM

The Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation pays
areduced fee for testing and treatment
performed by participating eye care providers.
A fee structure is negotiated by the Foundation
prior to the provision of treatment. Upon
completion of treatment, bills are sent directly to
the Foundation. The patient is not charged for
any portion of expenses covered by the ECA
program.

Some services covered by the ECA program
include:

* Applying for available state or federal assistance

« Visits to the eye doctor’s office

+ Diagnostic testing

» Some Laser treatments (non-Lasik)

« Minor eye care procedures

» Some surgical procedures

Invasive procedures and eyeglasses are generally
not covered under this program. However, the
Foundation will refer patients to the appropriate
organization for assistance with these expenses.
Payment for previously received medical
treatment is not reimbursed through the ECA
program. All treatments must be approved by
MLERF in advance.

APPLYING TO THE PROGRAM

Eye Care Assistance (ECA) program applications
can be obtained by calling or writing to the
Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation.
Applicants must complete and return a MLERF
application form and a government assistance
program application. In addition, the applicant
must show statements of non-covered
procedures from their insurance company, proof
of income, and/or denial letters from their local
Division of Family Services Office.

Applying for government aid can be a lengthy and
difficult task. The Eye Care Coordinator for the ECA
program helps applicants fill out and submit all
required forms, when necessary.

When the application is complete, the Eye Care
Assistance Coordinator makes a recommendation
to the Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation’s
Executive Director, who then reviews all
documentation and paperwork, and determines
program eligibility. Applicants are notified
immediately of the outcome.

PROGRAM SUPPORT

The Eye Care Assistance
program is made possible
through the gifts of
Missouri’s Lion Clubs,
corporations, and individuals
who are committed to the
Missouri Lions Eye Research
Foundation’s sight saving
programs.

If a Lion Club or individual
would like to support the Eye
Care Assistance Program,
gifts can be sent to the
Missouri Lions Eye Research
Foundation and designated
to the Eye Care Assistance
program. For more
information about sending
us a gift, please call us at
(573) 443-1471.



